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DETAILED ACTION 

This is an Allowance for Application no. 09/854,463 in response to the 
amendment filed on November 14, 2006. 

Response to Amendment 
The amendment to claims 21, 22, 26, 27, 34-44 and 52-62 overcome the 
previous rejection under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 1-2 and 15-62 allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

In regards to claims 1 and 2, the claims pertain to a novel method for coding 
video that the examiner was unable to find in several prior art searches. As noted in the 
previous office action, dated June 14, 2005, the claims define over the combination of 
the prior art of Choon (US Patent 5,41 0,553) and Reed et al. (US Patent 6,351 ,493). 

The claims further teach over 'Concealment techniques for data-reduced HDTV 
recording 1 by Kharatichvili et al. Kharatichvili teaches a HDTV encoding and decoding 
process for recording on a VCR wherein a mode decision flag is added to the bitstream 
for controlling error concealment during the decoding process (Pages 178-179). 
Kharatichvili is silent on the use of H.263 encoding format and the inclusion of the error 
concealment indicator in the Supplemental Enhancement Information. These features 
taken with the others in the claims define over the prior art. 

In regards to claims 15, 21, 23, 26, 27, 28, 63 and 64, Kharatichvili teaches the 
use of an encoded video signal indicator but is silent on the use of a separate error 
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concealment method indicator which is provided in the encoded video signal. This 
feature taken with the others in the claims define over the prior art. 

In regards to claims 19, 35, 46, and 53, Kharatichvili is silent on the use of H.263 
and the inclusion of the error concealment indicator in the Supplemental Enhancement 
Information. This feature taken with the others in the claims define over the prior art. 

In regards to claims 29, 36, 41-44, 47, 54, and 59-62, Kharatichvili and Reed are 
silent on the use of the indicator as a "scene identifier associated with the scenes, the 
scene identifier having the same value for all pictures of a scene, the scene identifier 
having a different value for each different scene" as required by claims 29, 36, 47, 54, 
and 59-62. Kharatichvili and Reed are further silent on the decoding method wherein 
"scene indicator for the picture with a scene indicator for a temporally neighboring 
correctly decoded picture and, if the scene indicator for the picture is the same as the 
scene indicator for the temporally neighboring correctly decoded picture, applying a 
temporally predictive error concealment algorithm in the decoding process for the 
picture " as required by claims 41 -44. These features taken with the others in the 
claims define over the prior art. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Erick Rekstad whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7338. The examiner can normally be reached on 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mehrdad Dastouri can be reached on 571-272-7418. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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